9 February 1843. — 6 Vict. 




For the better Regulation and Support of 
Medical Charities in Ireland. 



[Note. — The Words printed in Italics are proposed to be inserted in 
the Committee.] 



it is expedient to provide for the better regu- 
lation and support of Medical Charities in Ireland ; H15(l5 It 
ttiCitCorc Cnattfb, by The QUEEN’S most Excellent Majesty, by 
and with the Advice and Consent of the Lords Spiritual and Tem- 
5 poral, and Commons, in this present Parliament assembled, and by 
the Authority of the same, THAT so much of an Act passed in the 
first and second years of the reign of Her present Majesty, intituled, 
“An Act for the more effectual Relief of the Destitute Poor in Ire- 
land,” as authorizes or requires the Poor Law Commissioners to inspect 
lo and examine into the Administration of any Hospital or Infirmary 
supported in part by Grand Jury Presentments or Pariiamentary 
Grants, and to give directions for the management thereof, shall be 
and tlie same is hereby repealed. 

And be it Enacted, That it shall be lawful for the Lord Lieutenant 
15 of Ireland for the time being, by warrant under his hand, from 
lime to time to appoint during pleasure any number of persons, 
not less than Five, and not more than of whom any number 

not exceeding shall be Physicians or Surgeons, residing in 

Ireland, ‘who shall have practised as such for not less than Ten Years 
30 previous, together with the President of the Royal College of Surgeons 
in Ireland, the President of the King and Queen’s College of Physicians 
in Ireland, and the Governor of the Apothecaries’ Hall in Dublin, for 
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the time being, to be Commissioners for the superintendence of the 
Medical Charities of Ireland, and who shall be called “ The Medical 
Charities Board,*’ and shall act under such regulations as the said 
Lord Lieutenant shall from time to time think fit to prescribe ; Provided 
always, That the said Commissioners shall act without any salary, 5 
fee, reward or emolument whatsoever. 

And be it Enacted, That the said Commissioners shall meet at 
such times and at such place as the said Lord Lieutenant shall from 
time to time direct, and shall have an office in the City of Dublin, to 
be called “The Medical Charities Office;” and they shall and may, 10 
with the consent and approbation of the said Lord Lieutenant, employ 
One Secretary and such Clerks and Officers as they may find neces- 
sary ; and that all and every the persons so employed may from time 
to time, with the like consent and approbation, be dismissed by the 
said Commissioners, and any other person or persons appointed, in 15 
like manner, in his and their stead ; and every act done or performed 
by any Fouj' Commissioners at any such meeting shall be as valid and 
effectual to all intents and purposes whatsoever as if done by all the 
said Cominissioners- 

And be it Enacted, That the said Commissioners shall, and they 20 
are hereby authorized and required to inquire into the management of 
every Hospital, Infirmary, Dispensary or other Medical Charity in 
Ireland supported solely or in part by public funds, and to require 
from all persons in whom any estate, property or funds belonging to 
or held in trust for any such Hospital, Infirmary, Dispensary or 25 
other Medical Charity shall be vested, or who shall be in the receipt 
of the rents, profits or income of any such estate, property or funds, 
a true account in writing of the place where such estate maybe situate, 
or in what mode or on what security such other property or funds may 
be invested, with such detail of the rents, profits and income thereof, 
and the appropriation of the same, and of all other particulars relating 
thereto, as the said Commissioners shall think fit ; and that the said 
Commissioners may from time to time, as they may consider neces- 
sary, make and issue all such orders as they shall think proper for 
enforcing obedience to or conformity vvith the statutes, charters, deeds ^5 
of foundation nr endowment, wills of donors or bye-laws, by which 
any such Hospital, Infirmary, Dispensary or other Medical Charitv 
as aforesaid should by law be governed, and with the lawful objects 
and purposes of its foundation ; and each and every person in any 
manner connected with the administration of any property as afore- 
said shall furnish all such information as aforesaid, when required so 
to do by any order signed by One or more of the said Commissioners. 



AND 
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AND whereas it is expedient that the said Commissioners should Commis- 

. . , sioners shall 

be empowered to inquire into the management of Medical Charities inquire into 
in Ireland, supported solely or in part by bequests; BE it therefore mento^^^i- 
Enacied, That the said Commissioners shall, and they are hereby 
5 authorized and required to examine into the amount, nature and Bequests, 
application of all estates and funds of what nature or kind soever, and 
the produce thereof, destined or intended to be applied to the pur- 
pose or support of any Medical Charity or Charities in Ireland, or 
held under trusts created for such charitable use or purpose, and to 
10 examine into and investigate ail breaches of trust, irregularities, frauds, 
abuses or supposed abuses or misconduct, in relation to and into 
the management or appropriation, or non-appropriation or mis-appro- 
priation of such estates and funds ; and the said Commissioners shall 
from time to time report and certify in writing under their hands and 
15 seals to The Queen’s most Excellent Majesty the proceedings touch- 
ing the amount, nature, management, application and appropriation 
of such of the aforesaid estates and funds as they shall have inquired 
and examined into, and also what is the nature of such estates and 
funds respectively, and the actual annual produce thereof, and what 
20 is the actual annual value thereof, and in whose possession as tenants 
thereof, any part thereof, consisting of lands, tenements or heredita- 
ments, shall be, adding at the same time such observations as shall 
occur to them respecting such mode as they shall deem most effec- 
tual for the recovering of such part or parts of such estates or funds 
25 as shall appear to them to have been applied in breach of the trust 
created in respect of the same, or shall appear to have been omitted 
to be applied in pursuance of such trust, and subjoining such sugges- 
tions as may seem to them expedient respecting the most elfectual 
mode of securing such estates and funds, and their respective produce 
30 against any future misapplication thereof, together with such general 
suggestions as may appear to them most expedient for the recoverv, 
management and application of such bequests. 

And be it Enacted, That whenever any extract from the enrolment OfficeSW- 
of any charter or deed, or from any decree, report, record or other 
35 document whatever, deposited or remaining in any of the offices fuulish Ex- 
belonging to or under the control of the Courts of Chancery or <|uired Ly a 
Exchequer, or in any public registry, shall be required for the pur- 
poses of this Act by any order signed by One or more of the said 
Commissioners, the Officer or Officers having the custody of such 
40 enrolment, decree, report, record or other document shall furnish an 
extract of so much only as shall be so required of any such enrol- 
ment, decree, report, record or other document; and that any such 
extract or any copy which shall be required for the purposes of this 
Act, by any order signed by One of the said Commissioners of any 
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such em-olrnent, decree, report, record or other document, shall not 
be subject or liable to the payment of any stamp duty or other 
charge whatever, any law, statute or usage to the contrary in anywise 
notwithstanding. 

And be it Enacted, That the said Commissioners shall, so soon as 5 

conveniently may be after its formation, report to the said Lord 
Lieutenant upon the state of disease, and the number, condition and 
description of every Medical Institution for the relief of the Sick or 
Convalescent Poor in Ireland; and shall from time to time make a 
like report at the end of every Sii- calendar Months thereafter ; and in lo 
every such report subsequent lo the First, the said Commissioners shall 
set forth the number of poor persons ivho shall have received Medical 
Relief in Ireland during the Six Months next preceding such report, 
and the descriptions of the diseases or maladies of such poor persons 
respectively. j ^ 

And be it Enacted, That the Treasurer, or other proper officer, of 
every Infirmary, Hospital, Dispensary or other Medical Charity in 
Ireland shall, on the First dmj of January next, and on the First 
day of January in every succeeding year, make out and transmit to the 
Medical Charities Office in Dublin a return, containing a statement and 2(> 
accounts of all the funds intrusted to the Governors, Directors or 
Committees of every such institution respectively, for the benefit of 
every such institution, and of the application of such funds for the 
year ending the Thirtyfirst day of December then next preceding. 

And be it Enacted, That the said Commissioners shall from time to 
time make such orders for the medical economy and management of 
Dispensaries and Fever Hospitals, and revoke or alter the same as to 
the said Commissioners shall seem proper ; and every such order, and 
every order revoking or altering any order previously made, shall be 
submitted by the said Commissioners to the said Lord Lieutenant ; but 30 
no such order, nor any revocation or alteration thereot; shall operate or '' 
take effect wilhout his consent. 

And be it Enacted, That the consent of the Lord Lieutenant tq any 
order of the said Commissioners whereto the same may be necessary, 
shall be signified by warrant under his band, which shall, together 31 
with such^ order, he transmitted by the Chief or Under Secretory to 
the said Commissioners ; and every such order so consented to shall 
come into operation and take effect upon and from the transmission 
thereof to the said Commissioners, and not before : Provided never- 
theless, That It shall be lawful for the said Lord Lieutenant, at his 40 
iliscretioii, from time to time, by warrant under his hand, to revoke or 
suspend such orders or any of them. 

And 
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And be it Enacted, That every member of the said Medical Cha- Members of 
rities Board for the time being, shall be a member of the General 
Board of Health for Ireland, without further appointment or nomi- 

nation. Iwre of Gene- 

ral Board of 
Health. 



5 And be it Enacted, That the said Commissioners shall have and comraiV 

exercise all such powers for the obtaining the accounts, statements and sionere to ex 
‘ ° crcisethepow- 

returns, by this Act required to be made, relating to all Infirmaries, era vested m 
Hospitals, Dispensaries, and other Medical Charities in Ireland, and sioners for 
in the examining and stating the receipt and expenditure, and of 
10 the debts and credits of every such institution respectively, and of 
doing and enforcing all such other matters and things as the said 
Commissioners are authorized or required to do under the provisions 
of this Act, as are given to or vested in the Commissioners for 
auditing the Public Accounts, under and by virtue of any Act 
15 or Acts now in force with respect to the matters and things re- 
quired to be done by the said Commissioners of Accounts there- 
under. 



20 



Provided always, and be it Enacted, That nothing in this Act con- 
tained shall be construed to enable the Lord Lieutenant, or the said 
Commissioners, or any of them, to interfere in any individual case, 
for the purpose of ordering Medical Relief. 
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25 



30 



35 



And be it Enacted, That the said Commissioners shall cause to be 
made a Seal of their Board, and shall cause to be sealed or stamped 
therewith all orders made by them in pursuance of this Act; but no 
such order, to the validity whereof the consent of the Eord Lieu- 
tenant may be requisite, shall be sealed or stamped till such consent 
shall have been signified ; and all such orders or copies thereof pur- 
porting to be sealed, or stamped with such seal, shall be received 
without further proof thereof, as evidence of such orders, and that the 
same have been duly made and issued, and that such consent has been 
given where the same is requisite; and no such order or copy thereof 
shall be valid, or have any force or effect, unless the same shall be 
.sealed or stamped as aforesaid. 

And be it Enacted, That all general orders made by the said 
Commissioners, in force at the commencement of every Session of 
Parliament, and which shall not previously have been submitted to 
Parliament, shall from time to time, within One Week after the com- 
mencement of every such Session, be laid before both Houses of Par- 
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And be it Enacted, That it shall be lawful for the said Lord Lieu- 
tenant, by warrant under his hand, from time to time, to appoint 
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during pleasure, any number of persons, not exceeding Four, being 
Physicians or Surgeons, who have practised as such for at least 
Seven Years previous, to inspect, under the direction and control 
of said Commissioners, all Infirmaries, Hospitals, Dispensaries and 
other Medical Institutions in Ireland for the relief of the Sick or 5, 

Convalescent Poor; and such persons shall be called “ Inspectors of 
Medical Charities.” 



” Enacted, That no such Inspector shall be attached to, 
EoSuaric anywise connected with any Hospital, Infirmary, Dispensary, 

or with the ’ Asylum or other Medical Charity, or with any Prison, or with any 10 
or to practise School of Medicine, Surgery or Pharmacy, or other Medical Insti- 
whatsoever, or in any way engaged in or connected with the 
sale of drags, or practise as a Physician, Surgeon or Apothecary, 
be an Inspector of places where anatomy is carried on, or derive 
from the performance of any duty imposed on him by this Act, any 15 
other emolument than the salary and allowance hereinbefore provided. 



Enacted, That the said Inspectors may attend and 
an(f transact transact the business of their office from time to time at the “ Medical 
of their" office Charities Office,” and may employ such Officers and Clerks as are 

appointed or employed by the said Commissioners to assist them 20 
Office, &c. in examining, auditing and arranging the statements, reports, returns 
and accounts received from the Governors, Committees and Medical 
Officers of the several Hospitals, Infirmaries, Dispensaries and other 
Medical Charities in Ireland, and in preparing the reports of the state 
of every such Institution to be laid before the said Commissioners. 25 



in^^ectors And be it Enacted, That any One or more of the said Inspectors 
into the state Medical Charities shall from time to time, when and as the said 
tutlou^^i'Re- Commissioners shall direct, inspect and examine into the administra- 
MefofSick tion, management and state of any Infirmary, Hospital, Dispensary 

or other Institution in Ireland for the relief of the Sick or Convalescent ^O' 
Poor, whether as intern or extern patients, and the nature and extent 
of the relief so afforded, and also to inquire into and ascertain the 
medical qualification of each person in the receipt of any salary or 
payment as a Medical Officer of any such Institution ; and also to 
leqnire such returns and reports of the annual income and expend!- 35 
ture of each such Institution, and of the number of patients annually 
relieved or treated thereat, and of the rules, regulations and bys-laws 
whereby any such Institution is regulated, and of all and singular 
other the matters connected with the administration or condition of 
any such Institution, as may be directed by the said Commissioners: 40- 
Provided always, That every such Institution shall be inspected Once 
at the least in every year by One or more of the said Inspectors of 
Medical Charities. 



And 
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And be it Enacted, That on or before the Twentieth day of January 
next after the passing of this Act, and on or before the Ticentkth day 
if January in each succeeding year, the Treasurer or other Officer 
acting as Receiver for any Infirmary, Hospital, Dispensary and other 
;5 Medical Charity in Ireland respectively, supported solely or in part by 
public funds, shall pay into the hands of the Governor and Company 
of the Bank of Ireland, by and out of the money which shall come to 
his hands as sucli Treasurer or Receiver, a sum equal to Five-pence in 
the Pound on the full amount of such money as shall have come to his 
10 hands as such Treasurer or Receiver during the year ending the 
Thirty-first day of December then next preceding ; and such payments 
shall be placed to an account on the books of the said Governor and 
Company, which shall be entitled “ The Medical Charities Board 
Account;” and the receipt of the said bank for any sum or sums of 
15 money hereby directed to be paid into the same, which the said bank 
is liereby required to give, shall be a sufficient acquittance and dis- 
charge to the person or persons by whom the same shall have been so 
paid ; and every such Treasurer or other Officer acting as such Receiver 
shall be and is hereby indemnified against every person, Governor, 
20 Committee, Corporation or Society whatsoever, for all payments which 
he shall make in pursuance and by virtue of this Act. 

And be it Enacted, That it shall not be lawful for the said Commis- 
sioners to pay out any part of the funds which shall be lodged therein 
to the credit of the said Medical Charities Board Account, except in 
25 payment of drafts, to be signed by at least Three Members, and 
countersigned by the Secretary of the said Board for the time being, 
and in each of which drafts shall be specified the purpose to which 
the sum for W’hich the same has been drawn is intended to be 
applied. 

20 And be it Enacted, That it shall and may be lawful for the said 
Commissioners out of the funds which shall be placed to their credit 
in the Bank of Ireland, to pay such salary as the said Lord Lieutenant 
shall direct to the Inspectors of Medical Charities, not exceeding to 
each the sum of Six hundred Pounds in the year, together with such 
2^ allowance for travelling expenses as shall be sanctioned by the said 
Lord Lieutenant, and also to pay out of the said funds such salary or 
salaries or other remuneration to their Secretary, and to any Clerks 
or Officers who may be appointed under the provisions of this Act, 
as the said Lord Lieutenant may from time to time direct ; and also 
to pay out of the said funds such further sum or sums as may be 
neccskrv to defray the incidental expenses incurred in carrying into 
execution the purposes for which the said Medical Charities Board 
has been established, provided such expenditure for salaries and 
expenses shall not in the whole exceed the sum of Four thousand six 
hundred Fowids in any One Year. 

6. A 4 And 
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BioneresI^ it Enacted, That the said Commissioners shall from time to 

tbni 3 ^to required, by a requisition signed by Twelve or more 

(being payers of Grand Jury Cess) of any district in Ire- 
»Xi”d ““ "’P”' 8ie Lord Lieutenant in Council, upon 

feneSt of Dispensary Relief requisite in any such district, and the 

^establishmg number of Dispensaries which in the opinion of said Commissioners 
oc Fever Hos- ought to be provided for the relief of the Sick Poor in such district: 
‘™<= *° '™e, when so required by a requisition 
signed by Twehe or more inhabitants (being payers of Grand Jury 
Cess) of any district in Ireland, inquire into and report to the said 
Lord Lieutenant in Counci], upon the amount of hospital accommo- 
dation for Poor Persons affected with Fever or contagious disease, 
requisite in any such district, and the description and extent of the 
hospital accommodation for Poor Persons affected with Fever or con- 
tagious disease, which in the opinion of the said Commissioners ought 
to be provided in such district. ” 



10 



»5 



24. 

nantmay**^ **■ ^tiacted, That when the said Commissioners shall have 

S'fcSr Lieutenant the necessity of establishing a Dis- 

'‘“‘I “‘ly be lawful for said 

pooairies. Lord Lieutenant to issue his warrant to the Grand Jury of the -20 
county, county of the city, or county of the town wherein such dis- 
*buate, declaring such Dispensary District; and that it shall 
formio, and may be lawful for the said Grand Jury, on receipt of the said war- 
rant, to present off the parishes or town lands comprised witliin such 
district such sum of money as may be stated in tlio said warrant to be 25 
requisite for the use of the said Dispensary for the ensuing Twelve 
Jlonths ; and that it shall and may be lawful for the Grand Jury of the 
said county, county of a city, or county of a town, at each succeeding 
assizes, to present off the said parishes or town lands for the use of the 
said Dispensary ; and so long as the said warrant shall continue in force, 30 
such sum as the said Commissioners shall certify to be requisite by an 
order under their seal, transmitted to the Secretary of each such Grand 
■futy Days at least previous to each such assizes. 



Silv*"" be it Enacted, That when the Medical Charities Board shall 

“iJr 'bo Lord Lieutenant the necessity of establishing a qj 

establishment Fever Hospital in any district in Ireland, it shall and may be lawful for 
Hmiitai.'’'" Lord Lieutenant to issue his warrant to the Grand Jury of the 

Grand Juris, " borein such district is 

may present situate, declaring such Fever Hospitai District ; and it shall and may 
fersame. pg the said Grand Jury, on receipt of the said warrant, to 40 

present off the parishes or town lauds comprised within such district 
such sum of money as may be stated in the said warrant to be requisite 
for the use of the said Fever Hospital, for the ensuing Twelve Months ; 
and that it shall and maybe lawful for the Grand Jury of the said 

county, 
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county, county of a city, or county of a town, at each succeeding 
assizes, to present off the said parishes or town lands for the use of the 
said Fever Hospital, and so long as the said warrant shall continue in 
force, such sum as the said Commissioners shall certify to he requisite, 

5 by an order under their seal, transmitted to the Secretary of each 
such Grand Jury, Days at least, previous to each 

such assizes. 

And be it Enacted, That when any district for which the Lord 
Lieutenant may have directed the establishment of a Dispensary or 
10 Fever Hospital as aforesaid shall comprise portions of Two or more 
counties, it shall and may be lawful for the Grand Jury of each such 
county respectively to present such proportion of the sum necessary 
for the support of such Dispensary or Fever Hospital as may be stated 
in an order or certificate to be transmitted by the said Commissioners to 
15 the Secretary of each such Grand Jury Days previous to 

each such assizes. 

And be it Enacted, That when any district for the Medical Relief of 
the Sick Poor by Dispensaries, or any district for the Medical Relief of 
Poor Persons affected with Fever or other contagious disease shall have 
20 been declared in the manner as aforesaid, Governors for such Dis- 
pensary District or Fever Hospital District, as the case may be, shall 
be severally constituted ; and every Justice of the Peace residino- in 
such district, and acting for the county in which he so resides, and not 
being a Stipendiary Magistrate or Assistant-Barrister, and the Rector 
25 or Vicar, or Curate officiating in each parish whereof any part shall be 
comprised in such district, and the principal officiating Priest or 
Minister of each religious denomination and congregation therein, shall 
respectively be ex-officio Governors for such Dispensary District or 
Fever Hospital District, as the case may be. 

30 And be it Enacted, That when and while the number of ex-officio 
Governors for any Dispensary District shall fall short of 
and when and while the number of ex-officio Governors in any Fever 
Hospital District shall fall short of so many male 

persons of full age, residing’ in such Dispensary District or such Fever 
35 Hospital District, as the case may be, who shall have been charged 
with, and shall have paid Grand Jury Cess under the last previous 
applotment, in any portion of such district, as may be necessarv to 
complete such number of or asthease 

mav be, shall be Governors for the time being, together with such es- 
officio Governors; and such persons shall be the persons resident in 
such district who shall have paid the highest amount of Grand Jury 
Cess under the last previous applotment, according to the list of cess 
payers returned by the High Constable or other collector of money 

0 . B levied 
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levied by Grand Jury Presentment to the Secretary of the Grand 
Jury, by virtue of any Act or Acts now in force in Ireland. 

And be it Enacted, That every person of full age, whether resident 
within such district or not, who shall pay to the Treasurer of such Dis- 
pensary or Fever Hospital a sum of not less than Twenty Pounds as a 5 
donation for the purposes of such Dispensary or Fever Hospital, 
shall also be, according to the purpose of such donation, a Governor 
for such Dispensary or such Fever Hospital, respectively, but no 
person being a Governor by donation for such district shall vote in 
the election or appointhient of any paid Medical or other Officer for 10 
such district (save in the First election of Medical Officers under 
this Act), unless he shall have been such Governor for and durint^ 
the Txvehe calendar Months next previous to such election or appoint- 
ment. 



And be it Enacted, That every person of full age who shall pay to 15 
the Treasurer of such Dispensary or Fever Hospital a sum not 
amounting to Twenty Pounds, and not less than Two Pou7ids, for the 
purposes of such Dispensary or such Fever Hospital, shall also for 
and during the space of Twelve calendar Months next after every 
such payment, whether resident within such district or not, be, 20 
according to the purpose of such subscription, a Governor for 
such Dispensary or such Fever Hospital respectively ; but no person 
being such Governor by virtue of such subscription shall vote in 
the election or appointment of any paid Medical or other Officer 
for such Dispensary or such Fever Hospital (save in the First election 25 
of Medical Officers under this Act), unless he shall have been such 
Governor for and during the Twelve calendar Months next previous 
to such election or appointment. 



And be it Enacted, That the Governors of every such Dispensary 
and the Governors of every such Fever Hospital shall be severally 30 
incorporated by the respective names of “The Governors for the 
Dispensary District of and “The Governors 

for the Fever Hospital District of and shall 

by such names respectively be separate and distinct bodies corporate, 
with perpetual succession, and have power to purchase and hold 35 
lands within the restrictions hereinafter contained for the purposes 
of this Act ; and the Governors for each such Dispensary District 
shall enter into and execute all contracts connected with the Medical 
Relief of the Sick Poor by Dispensaries within such district, and direct 
the Officers of such Dispensary in the execution of their duties ; and 40 
the Governors for each such Fever Hospital District shall enter into 
and execute all contracts connected with the Medical Relief of Poor 
Persons affected with Fever or contagious disease within such district, 
and govern and manage the saidFever Hospital, and direct its Officers 
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in the execution of their duties ; but all such Dispensary Governors 
and Fever Hospital Governors shall be subject therein to the orders 
of the said Lord Lieutenant, signified by warrant under his hand, and 
to the orders of the said Commissioners, signified under the seal of the 
5 said Commissioners; and all lands, tenements and hereditaments, and 
all goods and chattels, real and personal, taken, used or purchased 
under this Act, for the Medical Relief of the Sick Poor by Dispcnsari^ 
within such district, shall be deemed at law to be the property of the 
Governors of such Dispensary District; and all lands, tenements and 
10 hereditaments, and all goods and chattels, real and personal, taken, 
used or purchased under this Act for the Medical Relief of Poor 
Persons affected with Fever or contagious disease within each such 
Fever Hospital District, shall be deemed at law to be the property of 
the Governors of such Fever Hospital District. 

15 And be it Enacted, That the Governors for every Dispensary 
District in Ireland, existing at the passing of this Act, and for every 
Dispensary District to be hereafter formed and declared ; and the 
Governors of every Fever Hospital District existing at the passing of 
this Act, and for every Fever Hospital to be hereafter formed and 
20 declared, shall meet from time to time, as they shall think fit, but so 
nevertheless that they shall meet Once at least in 
and all acts done at such meetings by a majority of the Governors 
present thereat, shall be as valid and effectual as if done by all the 
Governors: Provided, That no act of such meeting shall be valid 
25 unless Governors shall be present thereat. 

And be it Enacted, That no Governor of any Dispensary District indiridual 
or Fever Hospital District shall have power, individually, to act or ^powered'to 
interfere with any Dispensary or Fever Hospital, or take any part in 
the management thereof, except at a meeting of such Governors 
respectively, and as one of such meeting. 



Meetings of 
(lovemors of 
Dispensaries 
and Fever 
Hospitals. 



Provided always, and be it Enacted, That (save only in the case 
where any person not duly entitled shall have been admitted to vote 
in the election or appointment of any paid officer) no defect in the 
qualification of any person acting as a Dispensary Governor or a 
35 Fever Hospital Governor at a meeting of such Governors respec- 
tively, shall vitiate or make void any proceeding in which he may 



34 - 
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have taken part. 



40 



And be it Enacted, That from and niter the passinij of this Act, 
it shall not be lawful for the Governors of any Dispensary District 
or of any Fever Hospital District in Ireland, to elect any Medical 
Officer thereto, except by virtue of a warrant under the hand of the 
said Lord Lieutenant, authorizing and requiring them severally so to 
6. ® 2 elect ; 



35 - 
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elect; and that on receipt of such warrant, the said Governors shall, 
within One calendar Month thereof, proceed to elect sucl» Medical 
OfGcer or Officers, as by the said warrant they shall be authorized and 
Commis- required to elect; and the said Commissioners shall from time to time, 

sioners to de- , , . , t i t . 

fine the duties ny and With the consent oi the said Lord Lieutenant, and by their 5 
Officers.'^ sealed order, dehne the several duties of such Medical Officers, and 

Salaries of the places and limits within which the same shall be performed ; and 

M^cai Offi- gija.ll, when and as they, with the like consent, may see occasion, from 
time to time regulate by order the amount of salaries or allowances 
payable to such Medical Officers respectively, and the time and mode of 10 
payment thereof. 



Qualification And be it Enacted, That no person shall be capable of being ap- 
SSS pointed Physician to any Dispensary District or Fever Hospital District 
in Ireland who shall not have previously obtained the license or letters- 
HospMs. testimonial of the King and Queen’s College of Physicians in Ireland, 15 
jsician. diploma, license or degree in medicine of some other College 

or University in Great Britain or Ireland, duly authorized by Royal 
Charter or Statute to grant the same. 



37. 

OfSujgeon. And be it Enacted, That no person shall be capable of being ap- 
pointed Surgeon or any Dispensary District or Fever Hospital District 20 
who shall not have previously obtained letters-testimonial of his quali- 
fication to practise Surgery from the Royal College of Surgeons in 
Ireland, or the diploma of the Royal College of Surgeons of London, 
or of the Royal College of Surgeons in Edinburgh, or the degree or 
diploma in Surgery of some other College, University or body in 25 
Great Britain or Ireland, duly authorized by Royal Charter or Statute 
to grant the same. 

38. 

^^pothc- And be it Enacted, That no person shall be capable of being 
appointed Apothecary for any Dispensary District or Fever Hospital 
District who shall not have previously obtained a license or certificate 30 
of his fitness to practise Pharmacy or the art of an Apothecary from 
the Governor and Company of the Apothecaries’ Hall in Dublin, or 
from the Incorporated Society of Apothecaries of London. 



Enacted, That the Governors of any Fever Hospital 
or of any Dispensary District, on receipt of such warrant for ge 
IVMieal Cha- the election of a Medical Officer, shall requiie from each and ever}’- 
candidate for such office before he shall be put in nomination for the 
same, a certificate or testimonial from the said Commissioners, speci- 
fying his eligibility, by reason of his medical qualifications, to be elected 
to the said office. 



Provided 
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Provided always, and be it Pnacted, That it shall be lawful for the Loitl Lieute- 
said Lord Lieutenant in and by his warrant directing the appointment require ^an- 
of any Medical Officer for any Dispensary District or Fever Hospital 
District to require and thereby render it essential to the qualification 
5 of any person in that behalf that he shall be qualified in manner 
aforesaid as a Physician and Surgeon and Apothecary, or as a Phy- 
sician and Surgeon, or as a Physician and Apothecary, or as a Surgeon 
and Apothecary ; or that he shall, in any of the cases as aforesaid, 
also possess the certificate of some Hospital proper for a practitioner 
JO in midwifery. 

41 . 

And be it Enacted, That it shall be lawful for the Governors of any 

’ ... . f of Officers not 

Dispensary District or of any Fever Hospital District, by and with Medical. 

the consent of the said Lord Lieutenant, to appoint fit and proper 
persons to fill such offices as shall be deemed necessary for carrying 
■15 the provisions of this Act into execution in such respective districts; 
and the said Commissioners shall with the like consent, by their order, 
define from time to time the several. duties of such officers, and the 
amount and nature of security to be given by such of the said officers 
as they shall think ought to give security ; and the said Commis- 
so sioners shall, when and as they with the like consent may see occa- 
sion, from time to time regulate by order the amount of salaries or 
allowances payable to such officers respectively, and the time and 
mode of payment thereof. 

42. 

Provided alwavs, and be it Enacted, That if the Governors for any Remedy m 
•' ... of delay 

25 Dispensary District or any Fever Hospital District shall for the or neglect by 

space of One calendar Month next after the receipt of any such war- make such 
rant, refuse or neglect to appoint any such Medical or other Officer or Appointment. 
Officers, as they may be thereby respectively required to appoint, 
it shall and may be lav.ful for the Lord Lieutenant for the time 
•30 being, by warrant under his hand, himself to appoint such Medical or 
other Officer or Officers for such district. 

43 - 

And be it Enacted, That it shall be lawful for the said Lord Lieute- 
nant from time to time, upon an application in writing, and under the 
sea! of the said Commissioners, or upon an application in writing, cer. 

35 signed by any Four or more of the Governors of any Dispensary 
District or Fever Hospital District respectively, and upon such 
investigation and inquiry in that behalf, as to such Lord Lieute- 
nant shall seem proper, by warrant under his hand, to remove any paid 
Medical Officer appointed under this Act for any Dispensary District 
40 or Fever Hospital District from his office, and to require a fit and 
proper person to be appointed in his room ; and in default of such 
appointment by the Governors required to make such appointment, it 
shall be lawful for such Lord Lieutenant at any time after the lapse of 
One calendar Month, himself to make such appointment. 

6. B 3 And 
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And be it Enacted, That the Governors of any Dispensary Dis- 
trict or Fever Hospital District shall have power and authority to 
remove any paid Officer, not being a Medical Officer, appointed 
under the provisions of this Act, whom they shall deem unfit for or 
incompetent to discharge the duties of his office, or who shall refuse 5 
or neglect to obey any order of the said Governors or of the said 
Commissioners, and appoint a fit and proper person in his room and 
in default of such appointment by the Governors, it shall be lawful 
for the Lord Lieutenant at any time, after the lapse of One calendar 
Month, to appoint a fit and proper person in the room of the person 10 
so removed ; and any person so removed shall not be competent to 
hold any office (whether paid or unpaid) connected with the purposes 
of this Act, except with the consent of the said Lord Lieutenant. 

And be it Enacted, That the Governors of every Dispensary Dis* 
trict and Fever Hospital District shall cause to be printed for the 15 
use of every such Dispensary District and such Fever Hospital Dis- 
trict a sufficient number of Register-books for making entries of the 
descriptions of persons admitted into and relieved in such districts 
respectively, and of the particulars of such relief, according to such 
form as shall be approved of by the Medical Charities Board ; and 20 
shall furnish the Medical Officer, or (if more than One) the principal 
Medical Officer of each Dispensary and Fever Hospital with one 
of such Register-books, from time to time, as may be necessary, the 
cost whereof shall be included in the expenses of such Dispensary 
or Fever Hospital ; and every such Medical Officer shall register in 25 
the said book the particulars required to be registered according to 
the form of registration therein set forth, touching every person to 
be relieved at such Dispensary or Fever Hospital ; and such Register- 
books shall be produced at every meeting of the Governors of such 
Districts, respectively, for their examination and approval, and when 30 
so approved shall be signed by the chairman. 

And be it Enacted, That the respective Governors for every Dis- 
pensary District and Fever Hospital District shall severally cause 
accounts to be kept of the expense incurred in respect of the relief 
afforded to poor persons at each such Dispensary or Fever Hospital, 35 
as the case may be ; and such Accounts shall be made up at the end 
of every Six calendar Months ; and such several accounts or copies 
thereof shall from time to time, so soon as conveniently may be, after 
the same shall have been made up respectively, be furnished by the 
Governors of every such Dispensary District and of every Fever 40 
Hospital District respectively, to the Secretary of the Grand Jurv of 
the county, county of a city, or county of a town wherein such 
Dispensary or such Fever Hospital District may be situate; and 
where such Dispensary District or such Fever Hospital District 

may 
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may comprise parts of Two or more counties, then the Governors of 
such Dispensary District or such Fever Hospital District, as the case 
may be, shall transmit copies of the said Half-yearly accounts to the 
Treasurer of the Grand Jury of each such county respectively. 



5 



15 



•20 



25 



And be it Enacted, That no paid officer or other person concerned 
in the providing, ordering, management, control or direction of the 
Medical Relief of the Poor in any Dispensary District or Fever Hos- 
pital District shall, either in his or her own name, or in the name of 
any other person, provide, furnish or supply, for his own profit, any 
medicines, instruments, furniture or goods for the use of any Dis- 
pensary or Fever Hospital, for which he or she shall act as such 
during the time for which he or she shall retain such office, nor shall 
be interested, directly or indirectly, in any contract relating thereto, 
under pain of forfeiting the sum of Ttcenty Pounds, with full costs of 
suit, to any person who shall sue for the same, by action of debt or on 
the case in any of Her Majesty’s Courts of Record at Dublin. 

And be it Enacted, That if any person employed by or under the 
authority of the Governors of any Dispensary District, or of any 
Fever Hospital District, shall purloin or embezzle any of tbe monies, 
goods or chattels belonging or in anywivse appertaining to such 
district, every such offender siiall, in addition to such pains and 
penalties as such persons so offending shall incur, independently of 
this Act, forfeit and pay, upon conviction before any Two Justices, 
for every such offence any sura not exceeding Ten Pounds, and also 
Treble the amount or value of such money, goods or chattels so pur- 
loined or embezzled ; and every person so convicted shall be for ever 
thereafter incapable of holding any office under this Act. 



47' 
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And be it Enacted, That in case any person shall wilfully neglect or 
disobey any order of the said Lord Lieutenant or of the said Com- 
missioners, made under and in conformity to the provisions of this 
Act, such person shall, upon conviction before any Two Justices, 
forfeit and pay for the First offence any sum not exceeding Forty 
Shillings, and for the Second, and any subsequent offence, any sum 
not exceeding Five Pounds, nor less than Three Pounds. 



49' 
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35 AND for the purpose of providing for the recovery of penalties or Penaltiesto 
forfeitures imposed by this Act ; BE it Enacted, That every such penalty rMovSST'^*^^ 
or forfeiture may be recovered by summary proceeding, upon a com- 
plaint made before Two or more Justices ; and on the complaint 
being made to any such Justices they shall issue a summons requiring 
40 the party complained against to appear on a day and at a time and 
place to be named in such summons ; and every such summons shall 
6. B 4 be 
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be served 011 the party otFending, either in person or by leaving the 
same with some inmate at his usual place of abode ; and either upon the 
appearance or upon the default to appear of the party offending, it shall 
be lawful for any Two or more Justices to proceed to the hearing of the 
complaint, and that although no information in writing or in print shall 5, 
have been exhibited before them ; and upon proof of the offence, 
either by the confession of the party complained against, or upon the 
oath of One credible witness or more, it shall be lawfnl for any Two 
or more Justices to convict the offender, and upon such conviction to 
adjudge the offender to pay the penalty or forfeiture incurred, as well as 10 
such costs attending the conviction, as such Justices shall think fit. 

And be it Enacted, That if forthwith upon any such adjudication as 
aforesaid, the amount of the penalty or forfeiture, and of such costs 
as aforesaid, be not paid, the amount of such penalty and costs, 
together with the costs of distress, shall be levied by distress, and any 15. 
Two Justices shall issue tlieir warrant of distress accordingly. 

And be it Enacted, That it shall be lawful for the Justices to order 
any offender, so convicted as aforesaid, to he detained and kepi in 
safe custody until return can he conveniently made to the warrant of 
distress to be issued for levying such penalty or forfeiture and costs, 20- 
unless the offender give sufficient security, by way of recognizance or 
otherwise, to the satisfaction of the Justices, for his appearance before 
them on the day appointed for such return, such day not being more 
than Eight Days from the time of taking such security ; but if before 
issuing such warrant of distress it shall appear to the Justices, by the 25, 
admission of the olfender, or on other proof, that no sufficient distress 
can be had whereon to levy such penalty or forfeiture and costs, they 
may, if they think 6t, refrain from issuing such warrant of distress; 
and in such case, or if such warrant shall have been issued, and upon 
the return thereof such insufficiency as aforesaid shall bo made to 39 
appear to the Justices, then such Justices shall by warrant cause such 
offender to be committed to gaol, there to remain without bail for any 
term not exceeding 'Ehree Months, unless such penalty or forfeiture 
and costs be sooner paid and satisfied. 

AND with respect to the application of any penalties or forfeitures j-- 
recovered by virtue of this Act; EE it Enacted, That the Justices 
by whom any such penalty or forfeiture shall be imposed shall award 
One-half thereof to the use of the Dispensary or Fever Hospital or 
other Medical Charity situate within the district where such offence 
shall have been committed, as they shall think proper, and the 
other Half to the informer, or any person suing for the same. 

iind 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




( 17 ) 

And be it Enacted, That no person shall be liable to the payment 
of any penalty or forfeiture imposed by virtue of this Act for any 
offence hereinbefore made cognizable before a Justice, unless the com- 
plaint respecting such offence shall have been made before such Justice 
5 within Six Months next after the commission of such offence. 

And be it further Enacted, That if any person who shall be sum- 
moned as a witness before any Justice touching any offence committed 
against this Act shall, without reasonable excuse, refuse or neglect to 
appear at the time and place appointed for that purpose, having been 
10 paid or tendered a reasonable sum for his expenses, or if any person 
appearing shall refuse to be examined upon oath, or to give evidence 
before such Justice, every such person shall forfeit a sum not exceeil- 
ing Five Pounds for every such offence. 

56. 

And be it Enacted, That no distress levied by 'virtue of this Act Distress not 
15 shall be deemed unlawful, nor shall any party making the same be 
deemed a trespasser, on account of any defect or want of form in the 
summons, conviction, warrant of distress or other proceeding relating 
thereto, nor shall such party be deemed a trespasser ab initio on 
account of any irregularity afterwards committed by him, but all per- 
20 sons aggrieved by such defect or irregularity may recover full sati.sfac- 
tion for the special damage in an action upon the case. 

57. 

And be it Enacted, That if any person shall think himself aggrieved Partiesma/ 
by any determination or adjudication of any Justice under the pro- Qi^er^s- 
visions of this Act, he may appeal to the General Quarter Sessions g^gSeca- 
25 for the county in which the cause of appeal shall have arisen ; but no 
such appeal shall be entertained unless it be made within Four Months 
next after the making of such determination or adjudication, and 
unless Ten Days’ notice in writing of such appeal, stating the nature 
and grounds thereof, be given to the party against whom the appeal 
30 shall be brought, and unless the Appellant forthwith after such notice 
enter into recognizances, with Two sufficient sureties, before a Justice 
conditioned duly to prosecute such appeal, and to abide the order of 
the Court thereon. 

58 - 

And be it Enacted, That at the Quarter Sessions for which such Court to 

make such 

35 notice shall be given, the Court shall proceed to hear and determine Order as they 
the appeal in a summary way, or they may, if they think fit, adjourn able. 
it to the following Sessions ; and upon the hearing of such appeal the 
Court may, if they think fit^ mitigate any penalty or forfeiture, or they 
may confirm or quash the adjudication, and order any money paid by 
40 Appellant, or levied by distress upon his goods, to be returned to him, 
and may also order such further satisfaction to be made to the party 
injured as they may judge reasonable ; and they may make such 
6. C order 
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order concerning the costs, both of the adjudication and of the appeal, ' 
as they may think reasonable. 

And be it Enacted, That in this Act the following words and expres- 
sions shall have the several meanings hereby assigned to them, unless 
there be something in the subject or context repugnant to such con- 5 
struction ; (that is to say) 

Words importing the singular number shall include the plural 
number, and words importing the plural number shall include 
the singular number : 

The word “Governor shall include “Governess,” and other lo 
words importing the masculine gender shall include females ; 

The word “ Month” shall mean calendar Month : 

The word “ Commissioners” shall mean “ The Medical Charities 
Board ” : 

The word “ Oath” shall inclade affimiallon in case of Quakers, 15 
or other declaration or solemnity lawfully substituted for an 
oath in the case of other persons exempted by law from the 
necessity of taking an oath : 

The word “ Lands” shall extend to messuages, lands, tenements 
and hereditaments of any tenure : 2o 

The word “ County” shall include any Riding or other like 
division of a county ; 

The word “ Justice” shall mean Justice of the Peace for the 
county, city, liberty or place where the matter requiring the 
cognizance of any Justice shall arise, and who shall not be 25 
interested in the matter : 

And the words “ Lord Lieutenant” shall mean the Lord Lieu- 
tenant, Lords Justices, or other Chief Governor or Governors 
of Ireland. 



And be it Enacted, That no advertisement inserted by or under the vn 
direction of the said Commissioners in the Dublin Gaxette or any 
newspaper, nor any contract or agreement made or entered into for 
the purposes of and in pursuance of and under the provisions of this 
Act, nor any conveyance, demise or assignment respectively, to or by 
the Governors of any Dispensary or Fever Hospital District, nor any 
receipt, nor any other instrument made in pursuance of this Act nor 
the appointment under this Act of any paid officer, shall be charged 
or chargeable with any stamp duty whatsoever. 

And be it Enacted, That the said Commissioners shall on or before 
the Airer day of May rn every year cause a report of their own pro- 
ceedings, together with an account of the expenditure upon the 

Medical 
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Medical Relief of the Sick Poor in every county in Ireland, and of the 
total number of persons so relieved in every county in Ireland during 
the year ended the Thirty-first day of December preceding to be 
prepared, which report shall contain an account of all monies which 
5 shall have been placed to the credit of the said Medical Charities 
Board during the year to which such report shall relate, and shall 
specify the particular institutions from which such monies shall have 
arisen, and the amount contributed by each, and shall set forth in 
what manner the same shall have been applied and disposed of, and 
10 the general balance then standing to the credit of the said Medical 
Charities Board, and all such other particulars as may tend to show 
the efficiency or inefficiency of the said Medical Charities Board, for 
the purposes for which it has been established, and to what extent 
those purposes have been fulfilled ; and the said Commissioners shall 
15 cause such annual report, signed by at least Four Members, and 
countersigned by the Secretary, to be laid before both Houses of 
Parliament within One Month after the same shall have been pre- 
pared. 

And be it Enacted, That this Act may be amended or repealed by 
any Act to be passed in this present Session of Parliament. 



62. 
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